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Pan-African Forum for the Culture of Peace


 
 Core Data Portal
Public access to information is a key component of UNESCO's commitment to transparency and its accountability.


 
 Diversity of Cultural Expressions (2005 Convention)
Based on human rights and fundamental freedoms, the 2005 Convention ultimately provides a new framework for informed, transparent and 


 
 E-platform on Intercultural Dialogue
UNESCO’s e-Platform on intercultural dialogue is designed for organizations and individuals to learn from shared knowledge or experiences from infl


 
 Global Education Monitoring Report (GEM Report)
Established in 2002, the GEM Report is an editorially independent report, hosted and published by UNESCO.


 
 Intangible Culture Heritage (ICH)

 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (IOC)


 Man and the Biosphere - 50th Anniversary

 
 Report on Public Access to Information (SDG 16.10.2) 2021
To recovery and beyond: The report takes stock of the global progress on the adoption and implementation of legal guarantees on Access to Info


 
 Reshaping Policies for Creativity - 2022 Report
Addressing culture as a global public good


 
 Science Report 2021

 
Spotlight Children (GEM campaign)


 The UNESCO Courier
For almost 75 years, the UNESCO Courier has served as a platform for international debates on issues that concern the entire pla


 
 UNESCO Director-General's Report on the Safety of Journalists and the Danger of Impunity 2022

 
 UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL)
Lifelong learning is key to overcoming global challenges and to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.


 
UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS)


 UNESCO International Bureau of Education

 
 UNESCO International Institute for Educational Planning (IIEP)

 
 UNESCO International Institute for Higher Education in Latin America and the Caribbean (IESALC)

 
 UNESCO's International Institute for Capacity Building in Africa (IICBA)

 
 UNESCO.org
Main UNESCO website


 
 UNESDOC
UNESCO Digital Library website.
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 World Water Development Report 2021
The Value of water


 
 World Water Development Report 2022
Groundwater, making the invisible visible
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Literacy
Promoting the power of literacy for all




UNESCO has been working to realize the vision of literacy for all since 1946 in the belief that acquiring and improving literacy skills throughout life is an intrinsic part of the right to education and brings with it huge empowerment and benefits. But despite progress globally, 763 million adults still cannot read and write. Literacy drives sustainable development, enables greater participation in the labour market, improves child and family health and nutrition, reduces poverty and expands life opportunities. UNESCO’s approach to literacy continues to evolve as the definition of what it means to be literate changes in an increasingly digitalized world.
	What you need to know about literacy





 
Strategy for youth and adult literacy (2020-2025)

 
 
International Literacy Day
8 September


 
 
UNESCO International Literacy Prizes

 
 
Global Alliance for Literacy

 
 
UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning

 
 
Capacity Development for Education (CapED)
UNESCO's capacity-building programme in 26 least developed and crisis-affected countries


 



Key facts

 
763 million
adults
still lack basic literacy skills, two-thirds of them are women


 
 
87%
of the world's population
above 15 years knows how to read and write


 
 
1.5
billion students and youth
across the planet are or have been affected by school and university closures


 
250
million children
are failing to acquire basic literacy skills
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International Literacy Day 2023
Promoting literacy for a world in transition: Building the foundation for sustainable and peaceful societies


 
 
Meet Gogo, the world’s oldest primary school student from Kenya

 



Databases on literacy

 
 [image: ]LitBase: Effective Literacy and Numeracy Practices Database
from UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning
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Promoting literacy for a world in transition: Building the foundation for sustainable and peaceful societies. Literacy Day 2023 international conference. Final reportUNESCO
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UNESCO Strategy for Youth and Adult Literacy and its Action Plan (2020-2025)2023
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UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL): annual report, 2022UIL

2023
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Transforming literacy learning spaces: Literacy Day 2022 international conference. Final report2023
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Making lifelong learning a reality: a handbookUNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning

2022
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UNESCO International Literacy Day and Prizes 2022: transforming literacy learning spaces: background paper2022
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5th global report on adult learning and education: citizenship education: empowering adults for changeUIL

2022
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Article
A mother's journey of learning and empowerment through literacy in Afghanistan
8 March 2024
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News
How UNESCO Literacy Prizes laureates are advancing women's education
8 March 2024
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News
Empowering communities: How UNESCO Literacy Prizes Laureates bridge gaps through multilingual learning
20 February 2024
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Press release
UNESCO Global Network of Learning Cities: 64 new members from 35 countries
14 February 2024

  

Load more





 


   




 	 UNESCO	 Latest News
	 Take Action
	 Ideas & Data
	 Our Impact
	 Our expertise
	 Core Data Portal
	 Subscribe to our Newsletter


	 Terms of use	 UNESCO Name & Logo
	 FAQ
	 Report fraud, abuse, misconduct
	 Scam alert


	 Policies	 Protection of human rights (Procedure 104)
	 Privacy Notice
	 Access to Information
	 Environmental and Social Policies



 Follow us
Facebook

Threads

Twitter

YouTube

TikTok

Instagram

Whatsapp

LinkedIn








 Explore UNESCO
 
top
