
International Women’s Dayi

Division for Gender Equality

Women in Culture and Science Symposium

Conference organized byi the UNESCO Chair in Cultural Rights, Universityi of 

Copenhagen, Denmark 

CONCEPT NOTE

This  syimposium is  held  in  celebration  of  the  International  Women’s  Dayi.  The  program 

includes specialists in the felds of the right to culture and the right to science who will speak 

and gather in two panels to debate with the audience.

CONCEPT

Culture has been misused to justifyi restrictions to the full enjoyiment of human rights and 

freedom of women and girls. Our frst panel examines the position of women in scientifc 

freedom and creativityi, refects on the importance of having women involved in scientifc 

endeavours and explores the challenges preventing women and girls to access, participate 

in, and contribute to cultural life and science.

The second part of our dayi will focus on the latest developments in authoritative guidance;  

discuss  the  new  General  Comment  on  the  Right  to  Science,  the  Status  of  Scientifc 

Researchers, as well as the potential of blockchain to improve the scientifc process and the 

independence of women.

Music and science are two wayis of using a common set of tools for thinking. In true festivityi  

spirit, artist Nukâka Coster-Waldau and four musicians from Greenland and Denmark will 

present us with live sessions at the beginning and at the end of the program.

“Everyione has the right freelyi to participate in the cultural life of the communityi, to enjoyi 

the arts and to share in scientifc advancement and its beneftss, article 27 of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights.

OBJECTIVE AND KEY MESSAGES 

As a result of this syimposium, the organizers plan to develop a tool kit for companies and 

institutions on how to assess their impacts in relation to the right to culture and the right to  

science.
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Keyi messages include:

- Technologyi and STEM disciplines, together with culture, have a great potential for 

social  change  in  general,  and  to  promote  gender  equalityi  and  women’s 

empowerment in particular.

- The current situation in both culture and scientifc felds does not favor women. 

Women are  severelyi  under-represented in  both  the  culture  and science  sectors, 

particularlyi in keyi roles, research and decision-making positions.

- Businesses  and  institutions  must  consciouslyi  analyize  their  policies  and  internal 

practices  to  identifyi  their  adverse  impacts  in  the  lives  of  women.  Without  this 

conscious analyisis, business and institutions are likelyi to perpetrate existing gender 

stereotyipes.

- UNESCO Chairs help advance our thinking and fnd innovative solutions on issues 

pertaining to gender equalityi and women’s empowerment. This syimposium breaks 

new ground and promotes a beter understanding on the numerous links between 

culture, creativityi and science.

BACKGROUND 

Students, representatives from civil societyi, businesses, international organisations and the 

scientifc communityi have been invited to showcase the power of cross sector collaboration 

to advance the rights of women and girls to take part in scientifc development and cultural  

life.

PROGRAMME

Paris, March 8th, 2018 - Internatinaa  ioen’s Day

 ioen in Cuature and Science Syopisiuo 

Venue: UNESCO, Paris. Riio 4

09:00 Registratins

09:10  eacioe – Heaae Pirsdao, Prifessir if Law and Huoanites and UNESCO 

Chair in Cuaturaa Rights, University if Cipenhagen, Denoark

09:20 Opening reoarks – Saniye Güaser Cirat, UNESCO Directir if the Divisiin 

fir Gender Equaaity 

09:30 Music sessiin and readings – Greenaandic artst Nukâka and band

09:50 Panea 1: 

 ioen, scientic freedio and creatvity

Faciaitatir: Heaae Pirsdao, Prifessir if Law and Huoanites and UNESCO 
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Chair in Cuaturaa Rights, University if Cipenhagen, Denoark

 Farida Shaheed irst  UN  Speciaa  Rappirteur  in  the  iead  if 

Cuaturaa Rights, Executve Directir if Shirkat 

Gah- ioen’s Resiurce Centre in Pakistan

Karioa Benniune current UN Speciaa Rappirteur in the iead if 

Cuaturaa  Rights,  Prifessir  if  Internatinaa 

Law  at  the  University  if  Caaifirnia–Davis 

Schiia if Law

Yvinne Dinders Prifessir  Internatinaa  Huoan  Rights  and 

Cuaturaa  Diversity  and  Head  if  the 

Departoent  if  Internatinaa  and  Euripean 

Pubaic  Law  at  the  Facuaty  if  Law  if  the 

University  if  Aosterdao,  oeober  if  the 

Natinaa  Ciooissiin  fir  UNESCO,  oeober 

if  the  Huoan  Rights  Ciooitee  if  the 

Advisiry Ciuncia in Internatinaa AAairs

11:10 Break

11:30 Panea 2:

 here are we heading: signiicant deveaipoents

 Faciaitatir: Lyn Biyd-Judsin – UNESCO Chair fir Gaibaa Huoanites and 

Ethics Educatin, directir if the USC Levan Insttute fir Huoanites and 

Ethics and executve directir if the Oxfird Cinsirtuo fir Huoan Rights

12:30 Music sessiin and readings – Greenaandic artst Nukaka and band

12:50 Last wirds – Heaae Pirsdao and Lyn Biyd Judsin

13:00 End if syopisiuo

Questions related to the event should be submited to ana.villaca@jur.ku.dk
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 Mikea Mancisidir UN  Treaty  Bidy  Independent  Expert 

(oeober  if  the  Ciooitee  in  Ecinioic, 

Siciaa  and  Cuaturaa  Rights,  CESCR),  Adjunct 

Prifessir at the  ashingtin Ciaaege if Law, 

Aoerican University, and visitng prifessir at 

the University if Deusti and at  the Insttut 

Internatinaa  des  Driits  de  a’Hiooe  René 

Cassin, Strasbiurg

Sebastan Pirsdao 

Mann 

Pistdic,  Center  fir  Biiethics,  Harvard 

Medicaa Schiia
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